CHAPTER   XXIX
1st September, 1831
Starting at four early in the morning on Thursday the first of September
we set out for a place called Ponneri which is twelve miles from this place and
arrived there by ten. It became increasingly difficult to walk today as it is
clayey soil and it rained very heavily. We crossed by foot the chest deep
waters of the river Aranya near Ponneri. Ponneri village is in two divisions,
joined in the middle by a market street where there is a choultry also. A
festival in which all the celestial personalities including Hari and Kara meet
here seated on their respective vehicles or mode of conveyance, is celebrated
in this street. That is why this street is well decorated. Armukha mudaliar
built a temple, dug a tank, and built many other charitable institutions in the
southern part of the village. In the northern part of the village there are
some ancient temples of Shiva as well as Vishnu. There are fifty brahmin
houses. All commodities including clothes are available here. People from
Ghennapatnam built some choultries here. As the Vishnu temples have some
landed property, trustees appointed by the company authorities manage the
affairs. Armukha Mudaliar took some land holdings in the auction and he
spends the revenues derived from it on the daily, monthly and annual festi-
vities in the saiva temples.
The legend of this pilgrimage is described in five chapters in
Brahmandapurana. The gist of it is as follows. Lord Krishna promised
to the great sages that he would appear in this land and knowing this secret,
the great sage Bharadwaja surmised that this must be the sacred place of
Brindavan and he did penance with the cherished hope of realising the Lord
in person. He also performed some yagas to please Lord Vishnu. When the
titanic giants and the celestial beings churned the sea the first object that
emanated out of it was the sacred river and it was sent to this place to be of use
in his daily sacred duties, to sage Bharadwaja. Lord Srixnannarayana fulfilled
his desire that he should adore this place by his divine presence in His reclining
posture on the King of serpents (Seshasayi). Thereafter a milky cow was
discharging its milk in a snake's hole where there was natural image of Lord
Krishna, uncarved by man (Swayambhu), covered by an ant hill On seeing
this, Karipandya Raju uncovered it and installed the image by anointing with
abundant: quantity of milk. Thereafter, the King constructed temples and
started adorning the Lord and he even changed his name as Karikrishna.
It is evident that thence this place depurated several people besides removing
the curse on Indra (Lord of Paradise) and others. As it happenncd to be
the festival day of 'Utla Panduga' (A fibrous network sling, in. which milk
pots are kept) I stayed here and have seen the Lord's image ^and we took our
meals here. At four in the evening I set out for a place eight miles away,
called Vichhum and arrived there by eight in the night. It is the same clayey